the TENTH SUNDAY
after TRINITY
CHORAL EVENSONG

16th AUGUST 2020, 5:30pm

Processional Hymn
Happy are they, they that love God,
whose hearts have Christ confest,
who by his cross have found their life,
and ’neath his yoke their rest.
Glad is the praise, sweet are the songs,
when they together sing;
and strong the prayers that bow the ear
of heaven’s eternal King.
Christ to their homes giveth his peace,
and makes their loves his own:
but ah, what tares the evil one
hath in his garden sown!
Sad were our lot, evil this earth,
did not its sorrows prove
the path whereby the sheep may ﬁnd
the fold of Jesus’ love.
Then shall they know, they that love him,
how all their pain is good;
and death itself cannot unbind
their happy brotherhood.
Tune: Binchester by W Croft 1678-1727
Words: R Bridges 1844-1930 based on the Latin of C Cofﬁn 1676-1749

Welcome
Minister Beloved, we are come together
in the presence of Almighty God
and of the whole company of heaven
to offer unto him, through our Lord Jesus Christ,
our worship and praise and thanksgiving;
2

and to ask on behalf of all men
such things as their well being doth require.
Wherefore let us kneel now
and humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.
Confession
All

Almighty and most merciful Father,
we have erred, and strayed from thy ways
like lost sheep,
we have followed too much
the devices and desires of our own hearts,
we have offended against thy holy laws,
we have left undone those things
which we ought to have done,
and we have done those things
which we ought not to have done,
and there is no health in us:
but thou, O Lord,
have mercy upon us miserable offenders;
spare thou them, O God,
which confess their faults,
restore thou them that are penitent,
according to thy promises
declared unto mankind
in Christ Jesu our Lord:
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
that we may hereafter live a godly,
righteous, and sober life,
to the glory of thy holy name.
Amen.

The Minister delivers the Absolution
May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto
you pardon and remission of all your sins,
time for amendment of life,
and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.
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Preces
Gabriel Jackson
Minister
Choir

O Lord, open thou our lips,
and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

Minister
Choir

O God, make speed to save us,
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Minister
Choir

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Minister
Choir

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.

Psalm 91
Old Testament Lesson
2 Kings 4: 1-37 (KJV)
read by Robin Turner
Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the
prophets unto Elisha, saying, Thy servant my husband is dead; and
thou knowest that thy servant did fear the Lord: and the creditor is
come to take unto him my two sons to be bondmen.
And Elisha said unto her, What shall I do for thee? tell me, what
hast thou in the house? And she said, Thine handmaid hath not any
thing in the house, save a pot of oil. Then he said, Go, borrow thee
vessels abroad of all thy neighbours, even empty vessels; borrow
not a few. And when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the door
upon thee and upon thy sons, and shalt pour out into all those
vessels, and thou shalt set aside that which is full. So she went
from him, and shut the door upon her and upon her sons, who
brought the vessels to her; and she poured out.
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And it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said
unto her son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he said unto her, There
is not a vessel more. And the oil stayed.
Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, Go, sell the
oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy children of the rest.
And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was a
great woman; and she constrained him to eat bread. And so it
was, that as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither to eat bread.
And she said unto her husband, Behold now, I perceive that this
is an holy man of God, which passeth by us continually. Let us
make a little chamber, I pray thee, on the wall; and let us set for
him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a candlestick: and it
shall be, when he cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither.
And it fell on a day, that he came thither, and he turned into the
chamber, and lay there. And he said to Gehazi his servant, Call
this Shunammite. And when he had called her, she stood before
him. And he said unto him, Say now unto her, Behold, thou hast
been careful for us with all this care; what is to be done for thee?
wouldest thou be spoken for to the king, or to the captain of the
host? And she answered, I dwell among mine own people.
And he said, What then is to be done for her? And Gehazi
answered, Verily she hath no child, and her husband is old. And
he said, Call her. And when he had called her, she stood in the
door. And he said, About this season, according to the time of
life, thou shalt embrace a son. And she said, Nay, my lord, thou
man of God, do not lie unto thine handmaid. And the woman
conceived, and bare a son at that season that Elisha had said
unto her, according to the time of life.
And when the child was grown, it fell on a day, that he went out
to his father to the reapers. And he said unto his father, My head,
my head. And he said to a lad, Carry him to his mother. And
when he had taken him, and brought him to his mother, he sat
on her knees till noon, and then died. And she went up, and laid
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him on the bed of the man of God, and shut the door upon him, and
went out.
And she called unto her husband, and said, Send me, I pray thee,
one of the young men, and one of the asses, that I may run to the
man of God, and come again. And he said, Wherefore wilt thou go
to him to day? it is neither new moon, nor sabbath. And she said,
It shall be well. Then she saddled an ass, and said to her servant,
Drive, and go forward; slack not thy riding for me, except I bid thee.
So she went and came unto the man of God to mount Carmel.
And it came to pass, when the man of God saw her afar off, that
he said to Gehazi his servant, Behold, yonder is that Shunammite:
Run now, I pray thee, to meet her, and say unto her, Is it well with
thee? is it well with thy husband? is it well with the child? And she
answered, It is well: And when she came to the man of God to the
hill, she caught him by the feet: but Gehazi came near to thrust her
away. And the man of God said, Let her alone; for her soul is vexed
within her: and the Lord hath hid it from me, and hath not told me.
Then she said, Did I desire a son of my lord? did I not say, Do not
deceive me?
Then he said to Gehazi, Gird up thy loins, and take my staff in thine
hand, and go thy way: if thou meet any man, salute him not; and if
any salute thee, answer him not again: and lay my staff upon the
face of the child.
And the mother of the child said, As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul
liveth, I will not leave thee. And he arose, and followed her.
And Gehazi passed on before them, and laid the staff upon the face
of the child; but there was neither voice, nor hearing. Wherefore
he went again to meet him, and told him, saying, The child is not
awaked.
And when Elisha was come into the house, behold, the child was
dead, and laid upon his bed. He went in therefore, and shut the
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door upon them twain, and prayed unto
the Lord. And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put his
mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his
hands upon his hands: and stretched himself upon the child; and
the ﬂesh of the child waxed warm.
Then he returned, and walked in the house to and fro; and went
up, and stretched himself upon him: and the child sneezed seven
times, and the child opened his eyes. And he called Gehazi, and
said, Call this Shunammite. So he called her. And when she was
come in unto him, he said, Take up thy son. Then she went in,
and fell at his feet, and bowed herself to the ground, and took up
her son, and went out.
At the end the reader may say
All

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Magniﬁcat
Evening Service in D minor – Thomas Attwood Walmisley
Choir

My soul doth magnify the Lord:
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded:
the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold, from henceforth:
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magniﬁed me:
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him:
throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm:
he hath scattered the proud
in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath ﬁlled the hungry with good things:
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and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath
holpen his servant Israel:
as he promised to our forefathers,
Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be:
world without end.
Amen.
New Testament Lesson
Acts 16 : 1-15 (KJV)
read by Danny Joseph
Then came Paul to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain
disciple was there, named Timotheus, the son of a certain woman,
which was a Jewess, and believed; but his father was a Greek:
Which was well reported of by the brethren that were at Lystra
and Iconium. Him would Paul have to go forth with him; and took
and circumcised him because of the Jews which were in those
quarters: for they knew all that his father was a Greek.
And as they went through the cities, they delivered them the
decrees for to keep, that were ordained of the apostles and elders
which were at Jerusalem. And so were the churches established in
the faith, and increased in number daily. Now when they had gone
throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden
of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia, After they were
come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit
suffered them not.
And they passing by Mysia came down to Troas. And a vision
appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia,
and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us.
And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to
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go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called
us for to preach the gospel unto them.
Therefore loosing from Troas, we came with a straight course
to Samothracia, and the next day to Neapolis; And from thence
to Philippi, which is the chief city of that part of Macedonia,
and a colony: and we were in that city abiding certain days. And
on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river side, where
prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down, and spake unto
the women which resorted thither. And a certain woman
named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which
worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that
she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul. And
when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us,
saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into
my house, and abide there. And she constrained us.
At the end the reader may say
All

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Nunc Dimittis
Evening Service in D minor – Thomas Attwood Walmisley
Choir

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:
according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen:
thy salvation;
Which thou hast prepared.
before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end.
Amen.
Apostles’ Creed
All

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was cruciﬁed, dead, and buried:
He descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand
of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come
to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy Catholic Church;
the Communion of Saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life everlasting.
Amen.

Responses
Gabriel Jackson
Minister
Choir

The Lord be with you,
and with thy spirit.
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Minister Let us pray.
Please kneel or sit
Choir

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Our Father, which art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
Amen.

Minister
Choir

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us,
and grant us thy salvation.

Minister
Choir

O Lord, save the Queen,
and mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Minister
Choir

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness,
and make thy chosen people joyful.

Minister
Choir

O Lord, save thy people,
and bless thine inheritance.

Minister
Choir

Give peace in our time, O Lord,
because there is none other that ﬁghteth for us,
but only thou, O God.

Minister
Choir

O God, make clean our hearts within us,
and take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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Collects
The ﬁrst, for the day
Minister Let thy merciful ears, O Lord,
be open to the prayers of thy humble servants;
and that they may obtain their petitions
make them to ask such things
as shall please thee;
through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Choir
Amen.
The second, for Peace
Minister O God, from whom all holy desires,
all good counsels, and all just works do proceed:
Give unto thy servants that peace
which the world cannot give;
that both our hearts may be set
to obey thy commandments,
and also that by thee we being defended
from the fear of our enemies
may pass our time in rest and quietness;
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Choir
Amen.
The third, for Aid against all Perils
Minister Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee,
O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us
from all perils and dangers of this night;
for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Choir
Amen.
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Anthem
I gaze upon you – Gabriel Jackson
I gaze upon you and the sun grows large
Soon it will overwhelm our day
Awake with heart and colour in your head
To chase away the night's bad dreams
Awake that I may follow where you go
I have a body that waits to follow you
From the gates of day to the gates of dusk
A body to spend with you a life of love.
Paul Éluard trans. Gilbert Bowen

Sermon
The Revd Canon Dr Alison Joyce, Rector of St Bride’s Church
Ofﬁce Hymn

Thine for ever! God of love,
hear us from thy throne above;
thine for ever may we be
here and in eternity.
Thine for ever! Lord of life,
shield us through our earthly strife;
thou, the Life, the Truth, the Way,
guide us to the realms of day.
Thine for ever! O how blest
they who ﬁnd in thee their rest!
Saviour, guardian, heavenly friend,
O defend us to the end.
Thine for ever! Shepherd, keep
us thy frail and trembling sheep;
safe alone beneath thy care,
let us all thy goodness share.
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Thine for ever! Thou our guide,
all our wants by thee supplied,
all our sins by thee forgiven,
lead us, Lord, from earth to heaven.
Tune: Newington by Archbishop W D Maclagan 1826–1910
Words: M F Maude 1819–1913

Prayers of Intercession
The Revd Dr Jeff Lake, Associate Priest of St Bride’s Church
This response may be used
All

Lord, in thy mercy
hear our prayer.

And at the end
All

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of thy Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Offertory Hymn
Rejoice! The Lord is King,
your Lord and King adore;
mortals, give thanks and sing,
and triumph evermore:
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;
rejoice, again I say, rejoice.
Jesus the Saviour reigns,
the God of truth and love;
when he had purged our stains,
he took his seat above:
Lift up your heart, ...
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His kingdom cannot fail;
he rules o’er earth and heaven;
the keys of death and hell
are to our Jesus given:
Lift up your heart, …
He sits at God’s right hand
till all his foes submit,
and bow to his command,
and fall beneath his feet:
Lift up your heart, …
Tune: Gopsal. Melody and bass by G F Handel 1685-1759
Words: C Wesley 1707-88

Blessing
Minister

Choir

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord:
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be amongst you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Organ Voluntary
St Bride, Assisted by Angels – Judith Bingham
(organist – Ben Giddens)
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Thank You
Our doors are now open for private prayer and said
services, but our ability to raise funds to maintain our
ministry and building is still severely impacted.
We shall continue to offer our online worship - even
though this requires additional investment - because no
service from St Bride’s would be complete without the
wonderful music which our choir provides.
These freelance professional musicians have been
signiﬁcantly affected and we have been supporting them
ﬁnancially while they are not able to perform.
We would like to offer our heartfelt thanks to all who have
continued to support us during this crisis through regular
giving and those who have made donations online via
JustGiving and by text following our online services.
This ﬁnancial support is vital to our on-going ministry.
If you would like to make a donation to support the work
of St Bride’s, please do so at:
www.justgiving.com/stbrideschurchﬂeetstreet
Alternatively, in the UK:
text 5STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £5
text 10STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £10
text 20STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £20
Thank you for your support

