THE SECOND SUNDAY
before
ADVENT
CHORAL EUCHARIST
15TH NOVEMBER 2020, 11am

Opening Sentence
Jesus said: ‘To those who have more will be given, and they will have
an abundance; but from those who have nothing,
even what they have will be taken away.’
Processional Hymn
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation;
O my soul, praise him,
for he is thy health and salvation:
all ye who hear,
now to his temple draw near,
joining in glad adoration.
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things
so wondrously reigneth,
shieldeth thee gently from harm,
or when fainting sustaineth:
hast thou not seen how thy heart’s wishes have been
granted in what he ordaineth?
Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work
and defend thee;
surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend thee:
ponder anew
what the Almighty can do,
if to the end he befriend thee.
Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him!
All that hath life and breath,
come now with praises before him!
Let the Amen
sound from his people again:
gladly for aye we adore him!
Tune: Lobe den Herren, 17th century German,
set to Neander’s Lobe den Herren in 1863
Words: German, J Neander 1650-80, Tr C Winkworth 1827–78
2

The minister greets the people
Minister
All

The Lord be with you,
and also with you.

Welcome
Prayer of Preparation
All

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayer of Penitence
Minister

Jesus said,
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’
So let us turn away from sin and turn to Christ,
confessing our sins in penitence and faith.

All

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
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forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you
in newness of life to the glory of your name.
Amen.
Minister

All

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
conﬁrm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Gloria
Missa 'Princeps Pacis' – William Lloyd Webber
Choir
Gloria in excelsis Deo,
et in terra pax
hominibus bonae voluntatis.
Laudamus te, benedicimus te,
adoramus te, gloriﬁcamus te.
Gratias agimus tibi
propter magnam gloriam tuam.

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace,
good will to all people.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you.
We give thanks to you
for your great glory.

Domine Deus, Rex caelestis
Deus Pater omnipotens.
Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe,
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei,
Filius Patris.

Lord God, heavenly King,
God, the Father Almighty.
Lord, only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father.

Qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis:
qui tollis peccata mundi,
suscipe deprecationem nostram:
qui sedes ad dexteram
Patris, miserere nobis.

You who take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us:
you who take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer:
you who are seated at the right hand
of the Father, have mercy on us.
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Quoniam tu solus sanctus,
tu solus Dominus,
tu solus altissimus, Jesu Christe,
cum Sancto Spiritu,
in gloria Dei Patris. Amen.

For you alone are holy,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are most high, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect
Minister

All

Heavenly Father,
whose blessed Son was revealed
to destroy the works of the devil
and to make us the children of God
and heirs of eternal life:
grant that we, having this hope,
may purify ourselves even as he is pure;
that when he shall appear in power and great glory
we may be made like him
in his eternal and glorious kingdom;
where he is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

First Reading
Zephaniah 1: 7, 12-18 (NRSV)
read by John Forrest
Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is at hand; the
Lord has prepared a sacriﬁce, he has consecrated his guests.
At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish
the people who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in
their hearts, “The Lord will not do good, nor will he do harm.”
Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste.
Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they
plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.
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The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; the
sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, the warrior cries aloud
there.
That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a
day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day
of clouds and thick darkness,a day of trumpet blast and battle
cry against the fortiﬁed cities and against the lofty battlements.
I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like
the blind; because they have sinned against the Lord, their blood
shall be poured out like dust, and their ﬂesh like dung.
Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on
the day of the Lord’s wrath; in the ﬁre of his passion the whole
earth shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make of
all the inhabitants of the earth.
Reader
All

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 90: 1-8
Second Reading
1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11 (NRSV)
read by Bee Abel
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and
sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you. For you
yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like
a thief in the night.
When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden
destruction will come upon them, as labour pains come upon a
pregnant woman, and there will be no escape!
But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise
you like a thief; for you are all children of light and children of
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the day; we are not of the night or of darkness.
So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake
and be sober; for those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who
are drunk get drunk at night.
But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of
salvation.
For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as
indeed you are doing.
Reader
All

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn
Hark what a sound, and too divine for hearing,
stirs on the earth and trembles in the air!
Is it the thunder of the Lord’s appearing?
Is it the music of his people’s prayer?
Surely he cometh, and a thousand voices
shout to the saints, and to the deaf are dumb;
surely he cometh, and the earth rejoices,
glad in his coming who hath sworn: I come!
This hath he done, and shall we not adore him?
This shall he do, and can we still despair?
come, let us quickly ﬂing ourselves before him,
cast at his feet the burden of our care.
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Yea through life, death, through sorrow and through sinning,
he shall sufﬁce me, for he hath sufﬁced:
Christ is the end, for Christ was the beginning,
Christ the beginning, for the end is Christ.
Tune: Highwood by R Terry 1865–1938
Words: F Myers 1843–1901

Gospel Reading
Reader
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,
according to Matthew.
All [sung]
Glory to you, O Lord.
Matthew 25: 14-30 (NRSV)
read by The Revd Dr Jeff Lake
Jesus told the people a parable: “For it is as if a man, going on
a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to
them; to one he gave ﬁve talents, to another two, to another one,
to each according to his ability. Then he went away.
The one who had received the ﬁve talents went off at once and
traded with them, and made ﬁve more talents. In the same way,
the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the
one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in
the ground and hid his master’s money.
After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled
accounts with them. Then the one who had received the ﬁve
talents came forward, bringing ﬁve more talents, saying, ‘Master,
you handed over to me ﬁve talents; see, I have made ﬁve more
talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy
slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in
charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’
And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying,
‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two
more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and
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trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things,
I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of
your master.’
Then the one who had received the one talent also came
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man,
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not
scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in
the ground. Here you have what is yours.’
But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew,
did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did
not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with
the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was
my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to
the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will
be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who
have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for
this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
Reader
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All [sung] Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
The Revd Canon Dr Alison Joyce, Rector of St Bride’s
Creed
All

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
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For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary and was made man.
For our sake he was cruciﬁed
under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and gloriﬁed,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
written by Julie Glaser
read by Claire Seaton
These responses may be used
Lord, for the years,
All
We give you thanks.
and at the end
Merciful Father,
All
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
The Peace
Minister To crown all things there must be love,
to bind all things together and complete the whole.
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts.
The peace of the Lord be always with you,
All
and also with you.
Preparation of the Table
Offertory Hymn
How shall I sing that majesty
which angels do admire?
Let dust in dust and silence lie;
sing, sing, ye heavenly choir.
Thousands of thousands stand around
thy throne, O God most high;
ten thousand times ten thousand sound
thy praise; but who am I?
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Thy brightness unto them appears,
while I thy footsteps trace;
a sound of God comes to my ears,
but they behold thy face:
I shall, I fear, be dark and cold,
with all my ﬁre and light;
yet when thou dost accept their gold,
Lord, treasure up my mite.
Enlighten with faith’s light my heart,
inﬂame it with love’s ﬁre;
then shall I sing and take my part
with that celestial choir.
They sing, because thou art their sun;
Lord, send a beam on me;
for where heaven is but once begun,
there alleluias be.
How great a being, Lord, is thine,
which doth all beings keep!
Thy knowledge is the only line
to sound so vast a deep:
thou art a sea without a shore,
a sun without a sphere;
thy time is now and evermore,
thy place is everywhere.
Tune: Coe Fen by K N Naylor 1931–91
Words: J Mason 1646–94

Minister

All

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.
Through your goodness we have this bread to offer,
which earth has given and human hands have made.
It will become for us the bread of life.
Blessed be God for ever.
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Minister

All

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.
Through your goodness we have this wine to offer,
fruit of the vine and work of human hands.
It will become our spiritual drink.
Blessed be God for ever.

Eucharistic Prayer
Minister
All

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Minister
All

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Minister
All

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Minister

Let us pray.
It is indeed right,
it is our duty and our joy,
at all times and in all places
to give you thanks and praise,
holy Father, heavenly King,
almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
And now we give you thanks
that he is the King of glory,
who overcomes the sting of death
and opens the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
He is seated at your right hand in glory
and we believe that he will come to be our judge.
Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and singing:
13

Sanctus and Benedictus
Missa 'Princeps Pacis' – William Lloyd Webber
Choir
Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus
Dominus Deus Sabaoth,
pleni sunt caeli et terra
gloria tua.
Hosanna in excelsis.

Holy, holy, holy, Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth
are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Benedictus qui venit
in nomine Domini.
Hosanna in excelsis.

Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Consecration
Minister

Accept our praises, heavenly Father,
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,
and as we follow his example and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us his body and his blood;
Who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper he took the cup
and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
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Therefore, heavenly Father,
we remember his offering of himself
made once for all upon the cross;
we proclaim his mighty resurrection
and glorious ascension;
we look for the coming of his kingdom,
and with this bread and this cup
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.
Minister

Great is the mystery of faith:

All

Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

Minister

Accept through him, our great high priest,
this our sacriﬁce of thanks and praise,
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts
in the presence of your divine majesty,
renew us by your Spirit,
inspire us with your love,
and unite us in the body of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

All

Through him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father almighty,
in songs of everlasting praise.
Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever.
Amen.
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The Lord's Prayer
Minister

Let us pray with conﬁdence as our Saviour has
taught us:

All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
Minister
All

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ:
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion
The minister says this invitation to communion
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.
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This prayer is said before the distribution
All
We do not presume
to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy so much as to
gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the ﬂesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies
may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed
through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us.
Amen.

Anthems
Agnus Dei from Missa 'Princeps Pacis' – William Lloyd Webber
Agnus Dei,
qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei,
qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei,
qui tollis peccata mundi,
dona nobis pacem.

Lamb of God,
who takes away the sins of the world
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
who takes away the sins of the world
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
who takes away the sins of the world
grant us peace.
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Tantum ergo – Nicholas Wilton
Tantum ergo sacramentum
veneremur cernui:
et antiquum documentum
novo cedat ritui:
praestet ﬁdes supplementum
sensuum defectui.

Therefore we, before him bending,
this great sacrament revere:
types and shadows have their ending,
for the newer rite is here;
faith, our outward sense befreinding,
makes our inward vision clear.

Genitori, Genitoque,
laus et jubilatio,
salus, honor, virtus quoque
sit et benedictio:
Procedenti ab utroque
compar sit laudatio.
Amen.

Glory let us give and blessing
to the Father and the Son,
honour, might, and praise addressing,
while eternal ages run;
ever too his love confessing,
who, from both, with both is One.
Amen.

Prayers after Communion
The minister leads the post communion prayer for the day
Minister Let us pray.
Silence is kept
Minister

All
All

Gracious Lord, in this holy sacrament
you give substance to our hope:
bring us at the last
to that fullness of life for which we long;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacriﬁce.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory.
Amen.
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Post Communion Hymn
Judge eternal, throned in splendour,
Lord of lords and King of kings,
with thy living ﬁre of judgment
purge this realm of bitter things:
solace all its wide dominion
with the healing of thy wings.
Still the weary folk are pining
for the hour that brings release:
and the city’s crowded clangour
cries aloud for sin to cease;
and the homesteads and the woodlands
plead in silence for their peace.
Crown, O Lord, thine own endeavour;
cleave our darkness with thy sword;
cheer the faint and feed the hungry
with the richness of thy word;
cleanse the body of this nation
through the glory of the Lord.
Tune: Rhuddlan. Melody in E Jones’ Musical Relics of Welsh Bards 1800
Words: H S Holland 1847-1918
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Blessing
Minister

All

Christ our King make you faithful and strong
to do his will,
that you may reign with him in glory.
And the blessing of God almighty
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
rest upon you and remain with you,
now and always.
Amen.

Dismissal
Minister
Choir

Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Organ Voluntary
Prelude in B minor BWV 544 – Johann Sebastian Bach
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Thank You
Our doors are now open for private prayer, but our ability
to raise funds to maintain our ministry and building is
still severely impacted.
We shall continue to offer our online worship - even
though this requires additional investment - because no
service from St Bride’s would be complete without the
wonderful music which our choir provides.
These freelance professional musicians have been
severely affected and we have been supporting them
ﬁnancially while they are not able to perform.
We would like to offer our heartfelt thanks to all who have
continued to support us during this crisis through regular
giving and those who have made donations online via
JustGiving and by text following our online services.
This ﬁnancial support is vital to our on-going ministry.
If you would like to make a donation to support the work
of St Bride’s, please do so at:
www.justgiving.com/stbrideschurchﬂeetstreet
Alternatively, in the UK:
text 5STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £5
text 10STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £10
text 20STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £20
Thank you for your support

