
A Service of Thanksgiving and 
Celebration for the Life of   
Gwen Robinson 

12th March 1960 – 29th March 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 4th September 2025 
at 11.30am 

 
St Bride’s Church 

Fleet Street 
London EC4
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Choir 
Ave Maria – Johann Sebastian Bach & Charles Gounod 

 
 

Welcome & Opening Prayer 
The Rector 

 
 

Hymn 
Abide with me 

 
Abide with me; fast falls the eventide: 

the darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide: 
when other helpers fail, and comforts flee, 

help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
 

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 
earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 

change and decay in all around I see: 
O thou who changest not, abide with me. 

 
I need thy presence every passing hour; 

what but thy grace can foil the tempter’s power? 
Who like thyself my guide and stay can be? 

Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me. 
 

I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless; 
ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death’s sting?  Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still, if thou abide with me. 

 
Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes; 

shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies: 
heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 

in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.
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First Reading 
Psalm 23 

Read by Quentin Peel 
 
 

Choir 
Lacrimosa from Requiem – Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

 
 

First Address 
Mark Robinson 

 
 

Choir 
Aka tonbo – Yosaku Yamada & Rofu Miki arr. Bob Chilcott 

 
 

Second Reading 
A poem for the independent woman – Maxine Thornborrow 

Read by Roula Khalaf
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Hymn 
Lord of all hopefulness  

 
Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 

whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy, 
be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 

your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 
 

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe, 

be there at our labours, and give us, we pray, 
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 

 
Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 

your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace, 
be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 

your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 
 

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm, 

be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 

 
 

Third Reading 
Extract from A dictator, a housewife and a coup gone wrong – Gwen Robinson 

(A chapter from Through Her Eyes: Australia’s Women Correspondents 
from Hiroshima to Ukraine)  

Read by Pilita Clark 
 
 

Fourth Reading 
1st verse of The dinner  – A D Hope 

Read by Jurek Martin 
 
 

Choir 
Non, je ne regrette rien – Charles Dumont & Michel Vaucaire arr. Robert Jones
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Second Address 
Edward Luce & Gillian Tett 

 
 

Choir 
Dream a little dream of me – Fabian Andre, Wilbur Schwandt & Gus Khan 

                                      arr. Robert Jones & Matthew Morley 
 
 

Prayers 
The Rector 

 
 

Hymn 
Jerusalem 

 
And did those feet in ancient time 

walk upon England’s mountains green? 
And was the holy Lamb of God 

on England’s pleasant pastures seen? 
And did the countenance divine 

shine forth upon our clouded hills? 
And was Jerusalem builded here 
among those dark satanic mills? 

 
Bring me my bow of burning gold! 

Bring me my arrows of desire! 
Bring me my spear! O clouds, unfold! 

Bring me my chariot of fire! 
I will not cease from mental fight, 

nor shall my sword sleep in my hand, 
till we have built Jerusalem 

in England’s green and pleasant land. 
 
 

Blessing 
The Rector 

 
 

Organ Voluntary 
Marche Triomphale ‘Now thank we all our God’, Op. 6 – Sigfrid Karg-Elert
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A retiring collection will be taken and shared between 
St Bride’s Church and the fund for Myanmar journalists 

operated by the Foreign Correspondents’ Club of Thailand, 
where Gwen was a former president 

 
There will be a reception following the Service at the 

The FT, Bracken House, 1 Friday Street, London EC4M 9BT 
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Fleet Street 
London 

EC4Y 8AU 
020 7427 0133 

www.stbrides.com

RECTOR 
The Revd Canon Dr Alison Joyce 

 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

Robert Jones 
 

ORGANIST 
Matthew Morley 

 
CHOIR 

The Choir of St Bride’s 
 

HEAD OF FINANCE & FUNDRAISING 
James Irving
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